What is criminal justice?

How does criminal justice work in the
United States?

What is the role of the U.S. Constitution,
the Bill of Rights, and the U.S.
Supreme Court in the criminal justice
system?



Criminal justice is the process
by which governments ensure

the of
rights
for citizens who are of

committing an



The criminal justice system
(CJS) includes “agencies and
processes established by governments
to control crime and impose
penalties on those who violate laws.”

(VictimsOfCrime.org)
The U.S. does not have a CJS, but many individual
systems, representing local, regional, or national
. 'Different jurisdictions have different
laws, agencies, and ways of managing” crime.
Sometimes these are independent of one another; other
times they may overlap.
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Crime Prevention Programs

Intervention

Incarceration Services for
Services Victims

Re-Entry Processes and Programs
ponsibilities of the




Law Enforcement
Prosecution
Defense

Courts
Corrections



Law Enforcement

 Includes police officers, detectives and
investigators, and other patrol officers

 Enacts local policies and regulations through
monitoring and public relations

 Reports, records, and investigates crimes

« Gathers, processes, and preserves evidence when
needed

« Arrests offenders and facilitates entry of the accused
into the CJS

« Acts as a witness in court proceedings, giving testimony
when needed
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Prosecution

 Includes district attorneys, federal
attorneys or others representing the
governing jurisdiction, and their
assistants (as well as )

« Reviews reports and evidence brought by law
enforcement officers, evaluating its validity and
deciding whether to file or drop charges against the
accused

 Presents In court, questioning
withesses as needed, holding the ™
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 Negotiates bargains with defendants as judged
reasonable
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Defense
 Includes defense attorneys and their

assistants, and (if the
defendant cannot afford the costs of an
attorney)

« Evaluates charges brought by the prosecution, paying
special attention to the rights and viewpoint of the
, reviewing reports and evidence, and
investigating as needed in order to represent the
voice of the accused

« Presents in court, questioning
withesses as needed, seeking "

 Negotiates plea bargains on behalf of the defendant
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Courts

 Includes judges (at the local, Appellate, and
Supreme levels), officers of the court, and
juries

« Execute the proceedings (trial) that will determine the
guilt or innocence of the defendant according to law

« Ensure and the fairness of the trial,
evaluating and responding to violations as needed

« Facilitate the presentation, review, evaluation, and
judgment of arguments and evidence, eventually
determining the guilt or innocence of the defendant

« Negotiate and determine in-process aspects of the CJS,
including bail and pretrial release, as well as
or (in the case of )
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Corrections

« Includes correctional officers, parole
officers, advocates and inmate services
officers

« Supervise convicted while they are in the

custody of the jurisdiction (jail or prison) or on
probationary supervision (probation or parole)

« Ensure the safety and security of inmates on a day-to-
day basis, effecting access to basic, reasonable
needs while in custody

« QOversee the release and processes as inmates
complete their sentence or are paroled
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What is the sequence of events in the criminal justice system?
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Entry into the CJS

 Report
 Investigation

« Arrest or Citation
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Prosecution and Pretrial

 Charges
 First Court Appearance

« Bail or Bond
 Grand Jury or Preliminary Hearing

 Arraignment
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Adjudication

 Plea Agreements
« Trial



Post-Trial

 Sentencing

e Corrections
e Probation or Parole
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1,000
SErous cnmes

unreported crimes

400

unsolved crimes

100

people arrested

' 35 juveniles go to
N\

juvenile court A

' 30 put on probation
or dismissed

5 retained
in system

( 27 plead guilty

65 adults considered
for prosecution

25 cases

40 cases accepted
dropped

for prosecution
10 jump bail

or abscond
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2 found guilty

(29 sentenced ‘

9 placed on
probation

20 adults
incarcerated




What is the role of the U.S.
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and
the U.S. Supreme Court in the
criminal justice system?

4th 5th gth 8th and 14t amendments

Preemption, precedent, jurisprudence
("“The Common Law")

Mapp v. Ohio ('61)
Gideon v. Wainwright (*63)
Miranda v. Arizona ('66)
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14TH
AMENDMENT:

NO STATE SHALL MAKE

OR ENFORCE ANY LAW
WHICH DENIES TO ANY
PERSON WITHIN ITS
JURISDICTION THE EQUAL
PROTECTION OF THE LAWS.



What is the role of the U.S.
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and
the U.S. Supreme Court in the
criminal justice system?

4th 5th gth 8th and 14t amendments

Preemption, precedent, jurisprudence
("“The Common Law")

Mapp v. Ohio ('61)
Gideon v. Wainwright (*63)
Miranda v. Arizona ('66)
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Landmark U.S. Supreme Court Cases



http://www.streetlaw.org/en/Landmark/Cases
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