1. Anthrax Attacks — In September and October of 2001, several letters containing deadly anthrax bacteria were mailed to U.S. senators and news outlets. Five people were killed in this crime that went unsolved for years. Although several people were initially investigated as suspects, the FBI officially declared the case closed in 2010, naming the perpetrator as Bruce E. Ivins, a scientist who committed suicide right before charges could be filed.

2. Atlanta Child Murders — Between 1979 and 1981, parents in the city of Atlanta were terrified, for there was a serial killer on the loose who preyed on children. Based on an abundance of fiber evidence, it was eventually determined that Wayne Williams, who had been convicted in 1982 of murdering two adults, was responsible for most, if not all of the child murders.

3. Beltway Sniper — During October 2002, ten people were killed and three were critically injured as a result of the Beltway Sniper attacks. Yet the sniper was not just an individual but a team of John Allen Muhammad and Lee Boyd Malvo, who hid in a dark blue Chevrolet and shot people sniper-style from a distance all around Washington, D.C. Initially, police were on the lookout for a white van, which was thought to be the vehicle carrying the killers, but eventually police were able to narrow down the search and put out an all-points bulletin for the real killers.

4. Billy the Kid — Billy the Kid was teenage outlaw who terrorized the “Wild West” during the late nineteenth century. A horse and cattle thief, Kid formed a gang called the Regulators and was also guilty of several murders. Finally imprisoned, he would escape and would be tracked to a home where Sheriff Pat Garrett shot and killed him.

5. Robert Blake — Famous as the title role in the 1970s television show Baretta, Robert Blake was arrested in 2002 and charged with the shooting death of his wife Bonnie Lee Bakley in 2001. Although Blake was acquitted in his criminal trial, he was later found liable for her death in a civil trial. The penalty imposed forced him to declare bankruptcy.

6. Al Capone — Al Capone’s criminal career occurred mostly during the 1920s when he ran an organized crime operation in Chicago featuring prostitution, gambling, and bootlegged liquor. He was also responsible for killing seven of his rivals in the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre. Capone was eventually arrested and convicted in 1931 for evading his income taxes, but he died a free man after serving time in jail.

7. BTK Killer — Outwardly, Dennis Rader seemed like the average family man who was active in his church and served as a Boy Scout leader. But over the course of thirty years, he secretly terrorized Wichita, Kansas, as the BTK (bind, torture, kill) Killer. Known for his terrible modus operandi and the taunting letters he sent to the police and media, Rader committed his actual killings between 1974 and 1991. After nearly two decades he resumed his communications with police and he was eventually arrested in 2005, pleading guilty to all the killings.

8. Ted Bundy — Cutting a path of carnage from Washington State to Florida during the 1970s, Ted Bundy certainly ranks as one of the most famous serial killers who has ever lived. Confessing to the killing of 28, mostly college-aged women, Bundy would elude capture several times before finally being arrested and convicted in 1979. He was executed in Florida in 1989.

9. Jeffrey Dahmer — Serial killer and cannibal, Jeffrey Dahmer was responsible for the murders of 17 young men and boys between 1978 and 1991 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Finally arrested and convicted, Dahmer was killed by another inmate in prison in 1994.

10. John Wayne Gacy — From 1972 to 1978, Illinois-resident John Wayne Gacy killed thirty-three teenaged boys and young men even as he spent many of his days dressed as a clown for charity. He hid the bodies in the crawlspace in his house, but his crimes eventually caught up with him. He was executed for his crimes in 1994.
11. Hillside Strangler — During 1977 and 1978, twelve young women and teenage girls were killed via strangling in the hills above Los Angeles. What seemed to be the deeds of one killer, however, were actually the acts of two cousins — Kenneth Bianchi and Angelo Buono. The two men were later convicted, but Bianchi was able to convince his girlfriend Veronica Compton to try and stage a killing while he was in prison so as to make authorities think the wrong persons had been convicted.

12. Natalee Holloway — Natalee Holloway was just another recent high school graduate from the United States on vacation in Aruba when she disappeared on May 30, 2005. Although several leads were pursued, especially concerning the actions of one Joran Van der Sloot, her case is as of yet unsolved. In November 2010, a bone was found in Aruba that may finally give clues to what happened to the young girl.

13. Leopold and Loeb — Nathan Leopold and Richard Loeb were relatively normal young men except for their desire to commit the perfect crime. In 1924 they conspired together and murdered a young teenage boy, and they probably would have gotten away with it if a detective had not found Leopold’s glasses at the crime scene. Despite a defense led by famed attorney Clarence Darrow, both men were convicted of the murder.

14. Chandra Levy — Washington, D.C., was shocked when young intern Chandra Levy went missing in 2001. Immediately, there was a cloud of suspicion surrounding Representative Gary Condit of California, with whom Levy was allegedly having an affair. Levy’s remains were found in 2002, Condit was cleared as a suspect, and currently, a man named Ingmar Guandique is on trial for the murder.

15. Lindbergh Kidnapping — Famous aviator Charles Lindbergh knew what it was like to live in the public eye, but he never expected to be in the news on account of the kidnapping and murder of his two-year-old son. Bruno Hauptmann was eventually arrested, convicted, and executed for the crime, but many questions about the investigation and conviction remain.

16. Lizzie Borden — Fall River, Massachusetts in August of 1892 was the crime scene of the murder of Andrew and Abby Borden. Andrew’s daughter and Abby’s stepdaughter Lizzie was the prime suspect in the hatchet-inflicted death, but she was officially acquitted of the crime in 1893. The case remains an interesting episode in American history.

17. Jack the Ripper — Jack the Ripper is the name given to the serial killer who murdered several women, mostly prostitutes, in the Whitechapel area of London at the end of the nineteenth century. Although the killer was never caught, his legend grew and the story has been the subject of many films and books.

18. Jeffrey MacDonald — Captain Jeffrey MacDonald was a Group Surgeon for the Green Berets based in Fort Bragg, North Carolina. In 1970, he reported the stabbing and beating deaths of his wife and two young daughters, but officials found many holes in his story, leading them to charge him with the deaths. Although he was convicted of the crime, he maintains his innocence to this day.

19. Machine Gun Kelly — From 1920 to 1933, the manufacture and sale of alcohol was officially outlawed in the United States, but the public’s thirst for such beverages did not disappear. Organized crime took over the underground production of alcoholic drinks, and one of the most famous mobsters active during the period was George Kelly Barnes, better known as “Machine Gun Kelly” because of his affection for submachine guns. Eventually convicted for the kidnapping of a businessman named Charles Urschel, Kelly was sent to Alcatraz, where he would later die.

20. Timothy McVeigh — On April 19, 1995, a truck bomb went off in front of the Alfred P. Murrah Building in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and 168 people were killed. Investigators eventually zeroed in on Timothy McVeigh, a U.S. army veteran known for his extreme anti-government views. Convicted of the crime, he was executed in 2001.

21. Scott Peterson — Scott and Laci Peterson seemed to be the ideal young married couple awaiting the birth of their first child. When pregnant Laci disappeared on December 24, 2002, however, Scott soon became the prime suspect in her disappearance and murder, as her remains were later found near a local marina. His odd behavior, extramarital affairs, and more led finally to his arrest and conviction, and he is presently serving on death row in California.

22. McMartin Preschool Case — Hysteria over satanic ritual abuse in the 1980s is often blamed for the arrest and trial of Peggy McMartin Buckey and Ray Buckey on accusations of child molestation at the daycare center that they ran. Sensationalistic media coverage, descriptions of impossible behavior from the children, lack of evidence, and more led finally to their acquittal and the dismissal of all charges against the defendants.

23. Lee Harvey Oswald — Those who were alive at the time universally testify that they remember where they were when they heard the news that President John F. Kennedy was assassinated on November 22, 1963. communist sympathizer Lee Harvey Oswald, according to several government investigations, was the lone gunman responsible for Kennedy’s killing in Dallas, Texas, but many doubt that he acted alone. Oswald himself was murdered before he could go to trial.

24. JonBenet Ramsey — Six-year-old star of many child beauty pageants, JonBenet Ramsey was found dead in her parents’ basement on December 25, 1996, in Boulder, Colorado. Many initially suspected that her parents were involved somehow, but the case remains unsolved. In 2006, one John Mark Karr came forward and made a false confession in one of the many bizarre twists and turns that this case has seen.

25. Night Stalker — From June 1984 to August 1985, Richard Ramirez, known as the “Night Stalker,” murdered over 30 victims in and around Los Angeles. An avowed Satanist, Ramirez gained much attention for his courtroom outbursts of praise to the Devil and is now awaiting execution on California’s Death Row.

26. Sam Sheppard — Many people may not have heard of Dr. Sam Sheppard, but they are certainly aware of the television series and movie The Fugitive, which is allegedly based on his case. Sheppard was tried and convicted for the 1954 murder of his wife. Eventually, the verdict was overturned and Sheppard was acquitted in a new trial. He maintained his innocence until his death, and his son is presently working to clear his name completely.

27. Michael Skakel — Tragedy, it has been observed, has long followed the Kennedy political dynasty. In 1975, Michael Skakel, the nephew of Robert and Ethel Kennedy, was the prime suspect in the murder of his neighbor Martha Moxley, but he would not actually be indicted until the year 2000. In 2002 he was sentenced to twenty years in prison for the beating death of Moxley.

28. O.J. Simpson — Former football star and actor O.J. Simpson was charged in 1994 for the stabbing death of his ex-wife Nicole Brown Simpson and her friend Ronald Goldman. In what was one of the many trials labeled “The Trial of the Century” during the twentieth century, allegations of racism, a botched police investigation, and more were reported regularly on the news and talk shows. Simpson was acquitted in 1995, but he was later found liable for the death of Simpson and Goldman in a civil trial. Presently he is in jail for armed robbery.

29. Son of Sam — Between July 1976 and August 1977, residents of New York City were terrorized by David Berkowitz, better known as the “Son of Sam” from the letters he sent to police and media. In all, six people were killed and seven wounded in a series of shootings that happened at night. He is now serving several consecutive life terms, and he refuses parole each time a parole hearing is possible, motivated by his remorse and conversion to Christianity.

30. Andrea Yates — Citizens of Texas and the United States were shocked when in June of 2001 they learned that Andrea Yates systematically drowned her five children, all of whom were under the age of seven. Although she was convicted of a capital crime in 2002, that verdict was overturned and she was acquitted in 2006 by reason of insanity. She had been suffering severe postpartum psychosis when she committed the murders, and she is presently housed in a state mental hospital in Texas.

31. Zodiac Killer — During the late 1960s, a serial killer who deemed himself the “Zodiac Killer” went on a murderous spree in northern California. There are five confirmed murder victims of this killer, although he claims to have killed several more. Known for his taunting letters, cryptograms, and signature symbol, the Zodiac Killer, if he is alive, is still at large.
· Research more recent civil or criminal cases of interest… For example- Steven Avery (“Making a Murderer”)
